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50 Ways to Share a Book
Marilyn Mills and Claire Stephenson are fourth-grade teachers
at Glenn Loomis School in Traverse City, Michigan. Ms. Mills and
Ms. Stephenson also work as cooperating teachers and have
mentored several student teachers. Dr. Lorraine Berak is an
associate professor at Central Michigan University and supervises
student teachers in the northwest area of Michigan.

uring the month of March, Michigan educators were busy celebrating March is Reading
Month. The joys of participating in special events focusing on literacy increased student
motivation. Community members, parents, teachers, and students were joined in a
common goal of sharing the joy of reading with each other. As a way to continue this momentum,
we have developed a list of 50 ways you can to have your students share a book.
Feel free to copy these items and send them home to parents, put them in a newsletter, or
make a poster for your classroom and allow students to pick their favorite way to share a book.
By having motivating ways students can share their books, you advance the concept that reading is fun.

D

50 Ways to Share a Book
1.

Do a radio announcement to
publicize the book.

9.

Make a model of something in it: a
house, a log cabin, a rocket

2.

Dramatize an incident from it. You
may videotape it.

10.

Draw objects from it and create a
mobile.

3.

Make a map of where it takes
place.

11.

4.

Create a crossword puzzle, using
its setting, plot and characters.

Choose an idea or scene from it as
the subject of a collage. Use old
magazine pictures.

12.

Create a scroll or hand rolled
movie to illustrate it.

Research the period of history in
which the story is set.

13.

Create a mural about it, using
charcoal, crayons, cut paper,
water colors, or another art form.

14.

Compare it to the movie or TV
version. Write it out.

15.

Make a time-line of its events.

16.

Create a new ending for it.

5.
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6.

Write a newspaper article based
on an incident from the book.

7.

Make a poster about it.

8.

Describe an incident from it as
though you were an on-the-scene
reporter.
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17.

Make puppets and present a show
based on the book.

18.

Make up a lost or found ad for an
object in the story.

19.

Make a peep-box of an important
scene or event.

20.

Do a cartoon strip based on a
character.

21.

Write a few pages in a diary as if
you were one of the characters.

22.

Write a poem about a character.

23.

Dress as one of the characters and
tell about yourself.

24.

Write a biography of one of the
characters.

25.

36.

The author has written you and
wants to know how this book
could have been improved. How
would you answer?

37.

Draw a story quilt. Retell the
story by creating a quilt. You must
have at least nine squares.

38.

Create a WANTED poster for the
villain in the book. You must
include the personal qualities of
the character.

39.

Create a commercial for your
book. Videotape or act it out for
the class.

40.

Create a recipe for your book.
Include the five elements of a
story.

Create paper dolls of the main
characters.

41.

Make a jigsaw puzzle of a scene
from the book.

26.

Prepare flannel board charac-ters,
write a script.

42.

Make a game board for your book.

27.

Compare it to another book the
author has written. Tell how it is
alike and how it is different.

43.

Predict a sequel to the book. Use
the five elements of a story.

44.

Make ten trading cards using the
characters in the book. On the
back, write out some facts about
your characters.

45.

Act out a pantomime about the
book.

46.

Make a vocabulary list and definition for each letter of the alphabet listing the words from your
book.

28.

Write a song about it.

29.

Do a scientific experiment associated with it.

30.

Prepare a book jacket for it. Write
a summary for the inside cover.

31.

Become the author and write why
you wrote this book.

32.

Create a postcard or greeting card
using the books theme or setting.

47.

Write an obituary article about
the main character, giving an
account of what he or she was best
known for.

Cook something from the story
and bring it in to share with the
class. It must be mentioned in the
book.

48.

Think of a character from the
book and draw pictures of this
characters photo album.

Make a sandwich board about the
book.

49.

Plan the questions you'd use in a
conference-call interview with the
author.

Make five awards to give to the
characters in the story. Tell why
each is given.

50.

If you have your own idea, please
have it okayed by your teacher.

33.

34.

35.
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